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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA  

HOUSE BILL  

    No. ___           Session of 2025 

____________________________________________________________ 

A BILL to establish the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of Freedmen Affairs for 

the lineal descendants of those freed by the Gradual Abolition Act of March 1, 1780, and 

Emancipation Proclamation of President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, currently 

living in Pennsylvania; to provide municipal atonement and reparative measures passed 

through legislation, and making an appropriation thereof. 

___________________________________________________________________________      

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, _____________2025 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Bill may be cited as the “PA Freedmen's Bureau”. 

SECTION. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Bill: 

(1) Secretary.—The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  Office of Freedmen Affairs. 

(2) Appointed Secretary,-- The term “Appointed Secretary” means a person  

that is the progeny of persons emancipated from chattel slavery, assigned by 



the Governor as the Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  Office of 

Freedmen Affairs 

(3). Freedmen.-- The term Freedmen or American Freedmen means the 

progeny of those persons who were freed, and manumitted by the Pennsylvania 

Gradual Abolition Act of 1780, the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, whose 

status was investigated, and confirmed by the American Freedmen Inquiry 

Commission in 1863, and later safeguarded under the covenant of the 

Thirteenth Amendment, and Civil Rights Act of 1866.   

SECTION 3.  PURPOSES. 

(a) Purposes.—The purposes of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of  

Freedmen Affairs are the following: 

(1) To support the primary health and economic prosperity of  Freedmen,  

in all areas of social, political, and civic engagement, in perpetuity, as 

promised by the 39th Congress 1865-1867.   

(2) To lobby for, promote, and support a renewed public image for those 

who are lineal descendants of persons afflicted with conditions stemming from 

emancipation in Pennsylvania’s media outlets.  

(3) To solidify economic arrangements in both public and private sectors 

that lead to municipal growth and a system of inheritance that transfers wealth 

across Freedmen generations in Pennsylvania.    

(4) To coordinate the efforts of federal, state, and local municipalities to 

support the PA Office of Freedmen Affairs efforts, 

(5) Spearhead genealogical data collection initiatives throughout the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to identify the progeny of emancipated 



persons (American Freedmen) and their ancestry, and partner with existing 

genealogical companies to expedite efforts. 

                (6) Aid Pennsylvania’s colleges and universities in crafting admissions 

standards, per the Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard, 600 U.S. 181 (2023), and 

the affirmative action preference for persons of American slave lineage. Educating 

American Freedmen students (students whose descendants were emancipated by the 

Gradual Abolition Act of 1780 and presidential proclamation on January 1, 1863), on the 

importance of the Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard, 600 U.S. 181 (2023), 

                 (7) Lobby both the Pennsylvania House and Senate to create a Special 

Committee dedicated to comprehensively defining, and dismantling these enduring 

badges of slavery.  

                (8) Establish a legal division (Freedmen ACLU) to watch over the execution 

of all laws (foreign and domestic) to ensure that they are not antagonistic to the 

collective uplift of American Freedmen or stand as a repudiation of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1866, 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, to the U.S. Constitution, and lobby 

the Pennsylvania Continuing Legal Education Board to expand training to aid 

lawyers in better serving American Freedmen.  

​ (9) Inquire and subpoena information needed to properly assess American 

Freedmen in Pennsylvania, consider and report what measures are necessary to give 

practical effect, and place American Freedmen in a condition of self-support and 

protected status.  

​ (10) To establish an Office of Freedmen Affairs Restricted Account to ensure 

that funds are used for their intended purpose, and support the activities and 

initiatives of its subdivisions; 

1.​ Genealogy Confirmation Division 

2.​ Economic Inclusion Division 



3.​ Grant Access Portal 

4.​ Workforce & Union Development 

5.​ Public Image Division 

6.​ Education Division 

7.​ Public Interior & Housing Division 

8.​ Analytic & Software (AI Division)  

9.​ General Counsel (Freedmen ACLU) 

10.​Community Efficiency Division (Freedmen DOGE) 

11.​Estate, Reparations, Generational Inheritance Claims Division  

The funds in this account are used to attract, retain, and integrate the progeny of 

persons emancipated into Pennsylvania's economic, cultural, and civic affairs. 

​ (11) Create an independent desk within the Pennsylvania Department of 

Community and Economic Development to aid in managing PA Office of Freedmen 

Affairs restricted accounts, and assist in the development of programs, matching 

funds, and high-quality philanthropic investments.  

SECTION 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE.  

The powers and duties of the Office of Freedmen Affairs are established within the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The office shall:  

1.​ Respond to inquiries from Commonwealth agencies, the media, 

freedmen-serving organizations, and the public about reparative justice issues in 

this Commonwealth.  

2.​ Serve as point of contact for Commonwealth licensing boards and the Bureau of 

Professional and Occupational Affairs.  

3.​ Serve as an information clearinghouse for Commonwealth agencies on 

freedmen-related policy issues and coordinate among agencies as appropriate.  



4.​ Analyze economic, demographic, and other trends impacting the progeny of 

persons emancipated from slavery in this Commonwealth and make policy 

recommendations.  

5.​ Ensure that the Commonwealth is gathering relevant data to inform the 

Commonwealth's policy-making on Freedmen issues.  

6.​ Develop strategies to attract, retain, and integrate Freedmen into this 

Commonwealth.  

7.​ Convene stakeholders in business development and international trade 

promotion programs to increase capacity to utilize freedmen contributors.  

8.​ Disseminate information to new and prospective Freedmen residents of this 

Commonwealth who wish to invest capital, launch businesses, or apply their 

skills in this Commonwealth.  

9.​ Convene municipal officials to boost peer learning on the Reconstruction 

Amendments, what a modern badge, incident, or vestige of slavery is, and how to 

effectively abolish them.  

10.​Convene college and university officials to foster learning on how to apply 

affirmative action preferences to Freedmen in their admissions.  

11.​Provide matching grant funds for high-quality economic development programs 

that can demonstrate corporate or philanthropic investment.  

12.​Disseminate information about available services to assist this Commonwealth's 

emancipated population groups on how to exercise their rights embodied in the 

Reconstruction Amendments.   

13.​Disseminate information about legal services available to freedmen in civil legal 

matters.        

SECTION 5.  CONGRESSIONAL POLICY INITIATIVES 

 

Thirteenth Amendment and the promise of complete abolition of slavery.  

(1)​ Urge Congress to convene a Standing Committee dedicated to comprehensively 

dismantling these enduring badges of slavery by engaging in critical and 



multifaceted inquiries into the various forms of secessionist customs and 

combinations taken in the 21st century—that lead to congressional definitions of, 

and prohibitions against modern badges, incidents, and vestiges of slavery.  

(2)​ Call for implicit Thirteenth Amendment training for law enforcement and the 

establishment of tribunals to hear and adjudicate Thirteenth Amendment causes 

of action. 

(3)​ Lobby for legislation that lends national focus to constructing and implementing 

a new narrowly tailored labor system that removes an overwhelming majority of 

freedmen labor from under the employment of others as a means to undermine 

lingering commitments to revive antebellum customs and combinations on a 

more granular level. 

SECTION 6. ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

The Advisory Committee to the PA Office of Freedmen Affairs is established within the 

office and shall serve in an advisory capacity to the office in matters regarding 

reparative justice in this Commonwealth. The advisory committee shall be staffed and 

administered by the Philadelphia Reparations Coalition for American Freedmen.  

Powers and duties of Advisory Committee.  

(a) General rule.--The advisory committee shall:  

1.​ Make recommendations to the Governor on who should serve as Secretary of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of Freedmen Affairs, its division 

directors, and on policies, procedures, regulations, and legislation that attracts, 

retains, and integrates Freedmen into this Commonwealth's public and private 

sectors.  

2.​ Serve as the Governor's liaison to Freedmen on policies, procedures, regulations, 

and legislation that affect the status of Freedmen, to ensure that State 

government is accessible, accountable, and responsive to their needs.  

3.​ Serve as a resource to all departments, commissions, and agencies under the 

Governor's jurisdiction to ensure that government entities are cognizant of the 



needs and rights of Freedmen and that the entities' respective services and 

programs are accessible. 

4.​ Work with the Governor’s office to monitor the practices of Commonwealth 

agencies relating to the attraction, retention, and integration of Freedmen to 

maximize efficiency and accessibility to State government.  

5.​ Perform other duties as the Governor and secretary may assign in planning for 

services and programs for emancipated populations. 

6.​ Serve as a resource to all departments, commissions, and agencies under the 

Governor's jurisdiction to ensure that government entities are cognizant of the 

needs of Freedmen and that the entities' respective services and programs are 

accessible and equally protect Freedmen.  

(b) Terms.-- The terms of the Advisory Committee members under subsection shall:  

(a)​ Be concurrent with their membership in the Philadelphia Reparations 

Coalition for American Freedmen.  

(b)​ A member appointed under subsection (b) shall serve a three-year term as 

long as they represent the interest of the membership class for which they 

were appointed and shall serve until a successor is appointed.  

(c)​ Expenses of Members.--Members of the advisory committee shall receive 

no compensation for their services but shall be reimbursed at established 

Commonwealth rates for expenses incurred in the performance of their 

duties on the advisory committee.  

(d)​ The advisory committee shall consist of five (5) members of the 

Philadelphia Reparations Coalition for American Freedmen, and four (4) 

decision heads within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Office of 

Freedmen Affairs. 

(c) Studies and reports.--The advisory committee may conduct studies and issue reports 

upon request and as necessary on issues affecting the progeny of persons emancipated 

from slavery in this Commonwealth.  

 



(d) Public hearings.--The advisory committee shall conduct at least one public hearing 

each year to receive testimony and public comments on improving the attraction, 

retention, and integration of policies that abolish modern badges, incidents, and 

vestiges of slavery in this Commonwealth.  

 

(e) Construction.--Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the advisory 

committee from establishing ad hoc work groups or local committees to assist in 

research and other duties necessary to carry out the mission of this office.  

 
 
SECTION 7. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  

 
Effective date. This act shall take effect in 60 days. 


